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is in youth a spiritual crisis, as there is a bodily crisis. The hour comes 
when it must wrestle with the truth, as Jacob with the angel : he only is con- 
vinced who has been vanquished by the Gospel. We wish a faith reasoned out.' 

" ' And reasoning too,' I added ; ' for every one of these teachers is bound 
to go out from the Sunday school with the taste and mania for preaching.' 

" ' So much the better,' said Naaman ; ' to us every man is a priest, every 
woman a priestess. Why should there be in religious society less ardor and 
faith than in political society ? Is the title of Christian less beautiful and 
less responsible than that of citizen ? ' 

" I was dumb ; this style of considering religion as the common patrimony 
of all believers contradicted all my ideas. They told me always that the 
Church was a monarchy, and not a republic. As a wise man, I have left the 
care of my conscience and my faith to the Church which brought me up. It 
is not I, but my director, who is to look after my salvation. Why, then, take 
this useless trouble, and assume this dangerous responsibility ? " 

The translation is well executed. We learn from the translator that 
Dr. Rene Lefebvre is a pseudonyme for Edouard Laboulaye. 



2. — Sermons preached before his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
during his Tour in the East in the Spring of 1862, with Notices 
of some of the Localities visited. By Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, 
D. D., Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University 
of Oxford ; Honorary Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen ; Deputy 
Clerk of the Closet ; Honorary Chaplain to the Prince of Wales. 
Published by Command. London : John Murray. 1863. 8vo. 
pp. xx., 232. 

A volume of Sermons " published by command " is a rare phe- 
nomenon. Royal auditors usually endure preaching from a sense of 
decency, but are not often solicitous to preserve the sermons they 
hear, or to multiply in their libraries that species of literature. Until 
the present reign, hardly any English monarch since the Stuarts has 
cared enough for the homilies of the chaplains either to heed their 
counsels or to praise their words. Victoria has the singular grace 
of loving to hear sermons, and of preferring good ones. Her choice of 
religious teachers has brought to the Royal Chapels men, whether in 
the English or the Scotch Church, who are skilled in discourse, and 
whose diction is as beautiful as their thoughts are large and noble. 
We will not say that Professor Stanley is the ablest in this company, 
but he is certainly the most noted. He is the only one as yet who 
has produced a volume which royal favor has consecrated, and which 
is dedicated to the future king of the realm, with the sincere love 
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which indicates, not merely the respect of the subject, but the intimacy 
of the friend. 

This volume of Sermons has a peculiar history. It has an Appendix 
as long as the proper text, which at once binds together, illustrates, and 
secularizes the several homilies. It is the record of a remarkable 
journey, — of the peaceful pilgrimage to the Holy Land of the heir of 
that Norman Robert and that Lion-Hearted Richard who went thither 
as invaders, with sword and spear. It tells how to the Prince of the 
English realm shrines which no foot of heretic for a thousand years 
had profaned were thrown open, and gives the picture of the Jewish 
sacrifice, along with the Christian rites and the Moslem fanaticism. 
The Sermons are the record of the Sundays ; the Appendix — which de- 
scribes in succession a visit to the Cave of Macpelah, a night on the 
top of Mount Gerizim, with the spectacle of the Samaritan Passover, a 
ride through the region of Galilee, with halts at Cana, Mount Tabor, 
the Lake, Safed, and Kedesh, an exploration of the valley of the 
Leontes and of the slopes of Hermon, a visit to Damascus, Baalbec, 
Beyrout, Arvad, and the Lebanon Cedars, and, finally, an account of 
Patmos and its shrines — is a journal of the most interesting and novel 
week-day experiences of the tour. It is seldom that a traveller, so 
gifted and furnished for his enterprise, has had such facilities offered 
him as the author of " Sinai and Palestine," in his second visit to the 
sacred scenes. He has been able in this volume to supply many im- 
portant particulars omitted in his former work. The sketches now 
given have a permanent value. It was almost worth the fatigue and 
expense of the journey to see with one's own eyes the celebration of 
the ancient Passover. 

The fourteen Sermons, which make the text of the volume, are not 
in any ^ense great, unless it be in their fitness to place and occasion. 
They are very short, and could not in any instance have occupied 
more than twenty minutes in the delivery. They bear no mark of 
premeditation or careful study, but were evidently written from the 
ready memory and the easy thought of the preacher. Three of them 
were preached in Egypt, on the Nile, and in the great hall of the 
Temple of Karnak. The Pharaoh who built that house did not 
dream that one day the law of the tribes of his bondmen would be 
honored and expounded there. Four were preached in Palestine, — 
in the harbor of Jaffa, at Jacob's Well, at Nazareth, and by the Sea of 
Galilee. Three more were preached in Syria, — on Mount Hermon, in 
the Temple of Baalbec, and under the Cedars of Lebanon. Three 
were preached upon the Mediterranean, with the fresh impressions of 
Ephesus, Patmos, and Malta ; and finally, to end the series gracefully, 
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the sermon at Windsor Castle, after the return of the party, is annexed 
to the record of the journey. 

These circumstances of composition and delivery would give interest 
even to ordinary discourses. But these are not ordinary. The thought 
is simple, but very free and very wide. It is not merely illustration of 
the scenes and the history, but it is excellent counsel, both practical and 
spiritual, to the principal listeners. 



3. — Lectures on the History of the Jewish Church. Part I. Abraham 
to Samuel. By Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, D. D., Regius Pro- 
fessor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of Oxford, and 
Canon of Christ Church. With Maps and Plans. New York : 
Charles Scribner. 1863. 8vo. pp. xi., 572. 

We are glad to notice on the title-page of the American edition, 
that the new volume of Professor Stanley's Lectures on the Jewish 
Church is " published by an arrangement with the author." He has 
certainly no cause to be ashamed of the dress of his work, as it comes 
within the reach of the many American readers who will eagerly seek 
for. it. The issues of the Riverside Press take rank now with the 
best issues of Murray and Longman in excellence of paper and beauty 
of typography. For suitable preparation of standard editions, New 
York publishers now come to Cambridge. 

There is no danger of extravagance in stating the rhetorical merits 
of this volume. None of that grace of style, of that glow and enthu- 
siasm and fascinating blending of colors, which charmed us in the 
" Lectures upon the Eastern Church," is wanting here. There is the 
same large range of illustration, the same wealth of allusion both to 
recondite historical facts and to quaint legends, the same apt use of 
personal recollections of the Eastern lands, the same mastery in de- 
scription. As an interesting narrative of the probable fortunes of the 
race of Abraham in the earlier and more uncertain ages of its history, 
this volume is unrivalled by any in our language. 

But we are not disposed, like some of its critics, to stop here with 
one approving word, and to blame the cowardice which has left un- 
touched the difficulties of the history. There is no instance, that we 
remember, where the lecturer has tried to mislead his hearers or his 
readers, or to make them think that he believes more than he really 
believes. It seems to us wise, in a work of this kind, that critical 
questions, of which the results cannot be very definite or satisfactory, 
are avoided, and that only so much is brought in as can be arranged 



